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there was no certainty under whose authority the concentration camp was run. 
I don't think we should enlarge on that. What part did the Geuleiter 
respect to these concentration camps run by the SA? 
personal impression was that he participated in the installment of 
the camps. 
Q Were any lower ranking Hoheitstraeger concerned with these concentra- 
tion camps? 
A I am in no position to say, Jas t concerned with that. 
ections were with the fiamkketerx Gauleiters, 


You told us 


Was Stettin a camp run by the SA or manned by the SS. 
SA? 
In my opinion, the camp at Stettin was ar np, because the president 
Police at Stettin was an SS leader. 
The other camp that you mentioned, was that run by the SA. 
The Camp Wuppertal was a full SA camp. 

Q Let me refer you to a Document entitled: "The Concentration Camp 
Oranienburg" written by the SS Sturmbannfuehrer and published in 1934, The 
number is PS 2824-U.S. 423. I will read you a short passage of that book on 
the Oranienburg Concentration Camp. "Every day the SA were composed of various 
companies and detached for the guard of the cemp. The most trust and oldest 
SA men were selected in order to give them homes in the camp since they were 
the permament como guards, In such manner, we created a corner of experienced 


guardsmen," 


After the closing down of the unauthorized camps, which you have de- 
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scribed, would you say from your knowledge that that pessage I have read is 


E past 
correct? 
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(The commission een¥ened at +545 hours.) 


15%» 
DR. GUENTHER JOEL, a witness, took the stand and testified as 
follows: 
MR. MCILWRAITH: Will you remind the witness that he is still under 


oath? 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY DR. ASCHENAUERY(s: AA: - 

Q I have the affidavit of Raymond Geist given in Mexico on the 28th of 
Jangary, 1945. The Prosecution submitted it as document.1959-PS. As the af- 
fidavit shows, Geist was Mexican Consul in Berlin from December, 1929, to the 
end of 1929. I quote from the affidavit, on page 9; immmubixikuriy 

"Immediately after their establishment in 1933, the concentration 
camps were placed under the Gestapo and remained under the jurisdiction of the 
Gestapo." 

I therefore ask the witness, how do you explain Xym the tontradiction 
between the affidavit of Geist and your testimony this morning? 


AQ I see no contradiction. I said that only for a few camps which I 
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mentioned by name, and which I knew Personally, i$ seemed to an outsider like 
me to be under the SA. I also said that the SA leaders in these camps were 
Also police chiefs. 

Q Then these SA leaders acted as police presiddnts? 

A  Idid not ask any of them on which basis they were working. 

Q You were employed in the Reich Ministry of Justice. Do you recall 
that in regard to Schaefer, there was a controversy between supreme SA 
leaders and the neich Ministry of Justice? The SA leaders refused to assume 
responsibility for the concentration camp Oranienburg. 

A Ida't understand what the concentration camp Oranienburg had to 
do with the Ministry of Justice. 

Q I only want to ask whether the controversy between the Reich Ministry 
of Justice was known to the witness? 

A I will have to be asked more specific questions because Schaefer was in 

Oranienburg, 
charge of the concentration camp BXNMMEyxsnd later was taken into the Reich 
Mi nistry of Justice in the execution of Justice, and only at that time did he 
come under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Justice. As long as he was in 
Oranienburg, he had nothing to do with the Ministry of Justice. 

Q Do you know that the concentration camp s in Southern Germany were 
instituted at the suggestion of Himmler and Heydrich?  Himmler was, at that 
time, a Police President in Munich, and MyX Heydrich was his deputy. 


A I heard that at the time these camps were set up in Bavaria by Hey- 


drich or Himmler. 
Q As Consular in the Reich Ministry of Justice, did you deal in cases 
for NSDAP am its plans? 


A Yes. 
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Q What did you learn concerning the SA leadership in connection with 
the execution of Poss AM on the 9th and lOth of November, 1938? 

A After the events on the 8th ani 9th of November, the Reich Mind stry 
of Justice entrusted me with the investigation of this matter. It was very 
difficult to investigate matters of this kind. No one, no source, wanted to 
give information and the persons who had executed these actions had been in 
civilian clothes. 

According to my files, I came to the following results. On the» evening 
of the 9th of November, a dinner took place in Munich in @imeorguerger Ob» erbuerger- 
meister Fiehlerts house. The Reich leaders, Gauleiters, and Formation Leaders 
were gathered there every year. Hitler was also present at this dinne x-4- Hg 
Heydrich, the Chief of the Security Police, braugh t the news of the death 
of Mr. Von Rath, 

After discussions, the Fuehrer, Goebbels, and Heydrich left the» room. 
Goebbels returned after about a quarter of an hour and made a speech t the 
participants in the dinner who were still present, The sense of the speech 
was about as follows: 

The revolution which had failed in 1933 would now be made up. 

A popular uprising has taken place. it doesn't matter whether the 

Jewish -siguegmmerc synagogues suf feregiay, 

That was about the meaning of the speech, and thereupon the Gauzleiters 


apparently informed their home towns by telephone and thus, these id 


were instigated by the political leaders. I was notable to ascertain whether 
the Chief of Staff of the SA gave an order to the Sa. 
Q But I believe that you know that the Chief of Staff of the SA on 


10 November 1938, prohibited the SA from taking part in this action? 
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A 3 recall that I was informed that on the morning of the 10th, the 
SA leadership had forbidden the SA to take part in these measures. 

Q Dad you, in your investigation, come across a certain Mr. Walter 
ef the Propaganda Ministry who, according to my information, organized this 
work? 

A No, I dm't recall that. 

Q For your information, Walter was then Vice Chief of the Army Group. 
He became a leader with General Miegenfeld. 

A No, I dm't recall ever having heard this name. 

Q Another question. Was the theory and practice of the Marxists hut 
into practice in the street fighting? was this discussed on the streets? 

MR. MCILWRAITH: I dan't know what you mean by the theary of the 


Marxists. 


BY DR. ASCHENABER: 

Q | Was the theory and practice of the Marxists put into practice in the 
struggle on the streets? Street fighting. 

A I believe that's a question for a politician. 
Q Then I will ask you, are there any decisions of a legal court which 
throw light on the street fighting of the Communistic fighting, for example? 
A I bork believe that there are such decisions, But perhpas the SA 
Lawyer will ask me whether before 1933 1 had any experience that the other 
organization had fought on the streets? 

Q I mak ask this question. 

A In 1931 and 1932, as a political expert míxide in Kassel, i dealt in 
several matters in street fights by the Rotfrom. 


Q Did this street fighting mke it necessary to protect meetings? 
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M. MONNERAY: 1 object to this question. I do not see the relevance 
of these questions to this witness. 

COL. SmYRNOWY: Political questions should not be discussed here. 

Di. ASCHENAUER: These are questions where there are decisions of 
the Reich Court. 

MR. McILWRAITH: And therefore were not oper questions to this 
witness. 

DR. ASCHENAUER: Then I have no more questions. 

MR. MCILWRAITH: Whose witness is this? 

THE INTERPRETER: The Gestapo. 

MR. MCILWRAITH: ` 
Is there any JJ 

CROSS-EXAMINA TION 
BY COL. GRIFFITH L. JONES: 

Q I would like to refer to one document in view of what the witness 
said about the November 1938 demonstration. I want to read you a short 
passage and then ask you a question. I read from an order from the SA of the 
50th Brigade, addressed to the SA Group, dated 11 November 1938, and numbered 
PS-1721, US-425. That directive reads as follows: 

"The following order reached me at 3 o'clock on XO November 1938. on 
the order of the Gruppenfuehrer, all the Jewish synagogues within #2 the 50th 
Brigade are to be blown up or set on fire immediately. Neighboring hogses 
occupied by Aryans are not to be damaged. The action is to be carried out 
in civilian clothes., . . ." and thereafter follows a report of some thirty 
synagogues destroyed. 

During the course of your investigation into the demonstration, did 


you find evidence such as that of organized participation by the saz 
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A No, I was only to ascertain the ultimate authority which had ordered 
this action. I hare already said that there were present the leaders of the 
formation and that would include the SA leaders, 

COL. JONES: That is all I have to ask. 


MR. MCILWRAITH: The witness may go and we will have the next witness. 


(The Commission adjourned at 1615 hours.) 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 


DR. GUENTHER JOEL, taken on 27 May 1946 . 
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The revolution which had failed in 1933 would now be made up. 

“ popular uprising has taken place, It doesn't matter whether the 
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Q Did you, in your investigation, come across a certain Nr. Walter 
of the Fropaganda “inistry who, according to my informati n, organized this 
work? 

I don!t recall that, 
your information, Walter was then Vice Chief of the army Grow 
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INTERFRETER 2 
MC ILWRAITH Is there no one representin: the Gestapo here? 
answer) Is there any cross examinin;? 
CROSSeEXAMI NATION 
COL. GRIFFITH L. JONES: 
Q I would like to refer to one document in view of what the witness 
said about the November 1938 demonstration, I want to read you a short 
issave and then ask you a question. I read from an order from the SA of the 
50th Brigade, adc sec to the Sa Grou», dated ll November 1938, and 
numberec PS-1721, US-l25. That directive reads as fc llows: 
"The followin: corder reached me at 3 otelcck on 10 November 1938. 
On the order of the Gru; penfuehrer, all the Yewish synagogues wi thin the 
50th Brizade are to be blown up or set on fire immediately.  Neichborin: 
houses occupied by Aryans are not to be dama ec. The action 
cut in civilian clothes, e " and thereafter foll 
thirty synaso 
your investigation into the dem nstration, 
that of orvanized participation by the SA? 
ascertain the ultimate auth rity which had 
already said that there were present the leaders 
vould include the 
COL. JONES: That s all I have 
witness may and we will hl the next 
„ibress. 


n adjourned at 1615 hours.) 
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